GEORGIA COVID 19 Emergency 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Chair, Director General, distinguished delegates. 
· Thank you for convening these regular meetings, which provide us an excellent opportunity to share the experience and best practices of European countries in fighting against coronavirus pandemic. 
· I would like to take this opportunity and make a brief overview of the activities implemented by the government of Georgia.

The first cases of the COVID-19 in Georgia were confirmed on February 26, 2020. As of today, the total number of infected people had risen to 615 with 275 recoveries and 9 deaths.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Prevention of Coronavirus Spread in Georgia https://stopcov.gov.ge/en ] 

The key measure that enabled us to contain the spread of the epidemic was social distancing.  
Following the announcement of the state of emergency, all educational institutions and many public venues, including gyms, museums, and theaters, malls, bars and restaurants were closed. Strict transportation restrictions were introduced, including the suspension of air and rail traffic, as well as border closures with neighboring countries, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Russia. Additional quarantine measures have followed, including curfew from 9:00 pm to 6:00 am; prohibition of meetings of more than 10 people, public events and other mass events, schools and universities shift to online and distance-learning methods.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  As part of preventative measures, to prevent spread of the virus in the country, special checkpoints have been set up in Tbilisi, Batumi, Kutaisi, Rustavi, Poti, Zugdidi and Gori cities of the country to screen people and carry out better control of the situation.] 

The government has also scaled up its communication efforts by establishing a unified hotline and an informational platform (StopCov.ge is a web site available in five languages with all necessary governmental links and related information). 
In addition, on April 16, 2020, the GoG launched the STOP COVID contract tracing app, which has been used in Japan, South Korea, and Singapore. The app creates a unique ID for each user, through which it determines social contacts. If a person is diagnosed with COVID-19, those who have been in contact with a confirmed case over the past few days will receive a warning, an instruction to remain in self-isolation, and to contact the appropriate authorities immediately.
The Government decided to make all medical care related to COVID-19 free of charge, regardless of whether patients have medical insurance. 
Following the approach adopted in other countries, such as Germany, the government has introduced a temporary transfer to public and private hospitals in the form of a global budget to ensure standby readiness and compensate facilities for losses in revenue due to COVID-19. Around 1000 hospital beds are mobilized for managing patients with fever and confirmed COVID 19. 
Social assistance program was launched to compensate the loss of income for most vulnerable workers and families. 
The state of emergency is scheduled by May 22nd. The country is currently easing restrictive measures. Our key focus now is to strengthen testing capacity for rapid and early identification of all cases, improve workplace safety and enhance infection control at all health care facilities and public places. 
I thank you for your attention and hope to share success stories from the Georgia experience within the next couple of weeks.   
